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Confession Times: Webster–Tue 12:00—12:45 pm & Sat 3:30—4:20pm
Waubay– Sun 8:00—8:20am
Baptisms are scheduled after pre-baptism requirements are fulfilled. Call for an appointment.
Marriage Preparation: Contact pastor at least six months prior to desired wedding date.
If you are new to our parish and would like to join please contact the office for a registration form.
If you would like to reserve the parish hall at either parish, please contact the parish office.

Pastor’s Column
This past Friday, February 8, was the (optional) memorial of St Josephine Bakhita. St Josephine is a saint, more or
less, of our own time, having died as recently as 1949 and canonized by Pope St John Paul II in 2001.
St Josephine was born in Darfur, Sudan in 1869 but around the age of 7 she was kidnapped by Arab slave traders.
Over the next 12 years she would be bought and sold over a dozen times. St Jospehine’s physical treatment as a
slave varied by “owner,” with some being relatively benign while others were extremely cruel and harsh. She was
cut and lashed many times as a slave. By the end of it she had 114 scars from her various beatings. The
experience was so traumatic that she even came to forget her own name. “Bakhita” was a name given to her by her
kidnappers, meaning “fortunate one.”
In 1883 she was “bought” by an Italian Consul, Callisto Legnani, who was serving in Sudan. Mr Legnani was kind
to her and almost certainly for the first time since her abduction Bakhita experienced peace, warmth, and even
moments of joy. Political situations in Sudan forced Callisto to move back to Italy; Bakhita begged him to take her
with him and he agreed. In Italy she actually served the Michieli family, a friend of Mr Legnani, as a nanny. At
one point the Michieli family purchased a big hotel near the Red Sea, which required both Mr and Mrs Michieli to
go there to manage it. While they were gone they entrusted Bakhita and their children to Canossian Daughters of
Charity religious sisters. It was here that Bakhita first came to know about God. On January 9, 1890 Bakhita, at
the age of 21, was baptized, confirmed, and received First Holy Communion with deep emotion and joy. She took
the name Josephine Margaret and, in her own words: “here I became a daughter of God.”
When the Michieli family returned, they wanted Josephine to return to their home with them but she wanted to stay
with the Canossian sisters. The sisters, however, intervened for Josephine behalf and in the end prevailed.
Josephine would remain with them for the rest of her life, another 50 years. At the age of 27, she made her
perpetual vows. From care-free child, to slave-child, to daughter of God through baptism, to religious sister.
There’s no way Josephine could have foresaw what was in store for her; the Providence of God is indeed
something magnificent. Josephine served in various household capacities over the years, such as cooking, sewing,
embroidery, and porter (door-keeper). She was well known for her constant smile and cheerful nature. In fact, she
was known affectionately among the Italians as “Little Brown Mother.” In later years she suffered greatly from an
illness and at times even relived the days of slavery, begging the sisters to loosen the chains. It was our Holy
Mother who delivered her. Right before she died, she smiled and exclaimed: Our Lady! Our Lady!
We might consider 2 quotes from St Josephine Bakhita. One is the following: “Seeing the sun, the moon and the
stars, I said to myself, who could be the master of these beautiful things? I felt a great desire to see him, to know
him and to pay him homage.” These were her thoughts while still a slave. People are so quickly filled with pride;
how frequently today scoffs at religion and even bitter animosity towards it can be found in higher academia. Here
is this simple, humble, slave girl who simply peers out at the sky and receives greater wisdom than all scientific
research combined. It is she who finds the path to the truth. Another thing St Josephine said was: “If I were to
meet the slave traders who kidnapped me and even those who tortured me, I would kneel and kiss their hands, for
if that did not happen, I would not be a Christian and Religious today.” This is love of God. We have much to
learn from the saints. How quickly and easily I grumble about the smallest difficulty or slight, little realizing that
it is precisely through these trials that our Lord seeks to come to us. St Josephine, pray for us.

Mass Schedule and Intentions
Mon. Feb 11, 5:30 pm (CTK) Personal Intention
Tue. Feb 12, 5:00 pm (CTK) † Hattie Meier
Wed. Feb 13, 11:00 am (IC) †Rueben & Helen Butler
Thurs. Feb 14, 10:00 am (Bethesda) † Rosella Wattier
Fri. Feb 15, 8:00 am (CTK) Cathy Breske & Family
Sat. Feb 16, 5:00 pm (CTK) †Pauline Sass
Sun. Feb 17, 8:30 am (IC) People of the Parishes
Sun. Feb 17, 10:30 am (CTK) †Lois Ewalt
Eucharistic Adoration following Friday Mass
Sunday Offering:

CTK $2756

IC $798

Catholic Daughters will be selling benefit grocery
raffle tickets, after Mass this weekend, to help the
Becky Sjovall family with medical expenses.

LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENTS FEB 16TH –FEB 17TH
CHRIST THE KING (Webster)
SATURDAY 5:00pm
SERVERS...Jared Schlotte, Connor Bauer, Chris Reed
LECTOR ...Bob Sichmeller
E.M. ...*Chris Keller, *Scott & Chere Bierschbach
USHERS... Loren & Linda Holberg
Larome & Barb Kwasniewski
SUNDAY 10:30am
SERVERS… Carrington Hanson, Drew Reetz, Coby Reetz
LECTOR ...Kelly Hanson
E.M... *Gene Hoffman, *Pat Hoffman, Jane Ryan
USHERS ... Judy Zenk, Gary Becking,
Tony Sichmeller, Larry Axness
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (Waubay)

SPAGHETTI SUPPER BENEFIT: A spaghetti
SUNDAY 8:30am
supper will be held on Saturday, March 2nd, at SERVERS…Tripp, Tate and Seth Gaikowski,
Christ The King Parish Center, after the 5:00pm LECTOR …Tasha Zirbel
Mass. Proceeds will go to Wayne and Jackie Snaza E.M...Marsia Butler, Joe Butler, Tom Lewno
to help defray expenses accrued during Wayne's USHERS ...Royce & Patty Birney Family
cancer treatments. The supper will be held from
5:00pm to 7:00pm. A gun raffle and silent auction will also be held during the benefit. If you wish to donate,
please contact Margaret Kwasniewski at 605-265-1422 or Dennis Kurkowski at 605-345-4493. Continued
prayers greatly appreciated.
Catholic Daughters: The February Catholic Daughter meeting will be held Monday, February 11th at 6:00pm
following the 5:30pm Mass. The program will be Deacon Mike demonstrating Rosary making. Hostesses are Barb
Kwasniewski, Carol Kuecker, and Lorraine Waletich. Program Chair: Mary Wambach. Please note the earlier
meeting start time.
Christ the King Altar Society: Annual dues of $10 are now due. They can be paid to your promoter or place in
the collection marked CKAS dues.
Surviving Divorce- begins Sunday, March 10th in Watertown, SD at Immaculate Conception Parish. Sessions are
held on Sunday evenings, 6:30-8:30pm. Cost of $45 per person includes refreshments and all materials for 6
weeks. For information or to register contact Sheila Grabow at sheilagrabow@gmail.com. Scholarships are
available.
Retrouvaille: Help for Troubled & Strained Marriages. The next Retrouvaille weekend is scheduled for March
1st—3rd. The weekend will take place at Broom Tree Retreat Center near Irene, SD. This is a confidential
weekend that offers hope and help for couples to heal and renew their marriage relationship. To register and for
general information visit: www.retrouvaille.org or call 605-988-3755.
Counseling from CFS available in Webster. Justin Falon is a licensed counselor who works full time for
Catholic Family Services. He is qualified to work with people on a wide range of problems or counseling needs,
including addiction. Justin is willing to come to Webster to meet with anyone who would like his services. He can
be reached by phone at: 605-988-3775 and by email at jfalon@sfcatholic.org.
Parish Information: Just a reminder each of our parishes has a parish web site, you will find the weekly bulletins,
upcoming activities, CTK Liturgical schedule, and links to Daily Readings, Saint of the Day, Catechism, New
American Bible and much more. (IC) http://www.icwaubay.org/ (CTK) http://www.ctkwebster.org/
(Add to your favorites) Check it out!
Prayer Chain: If you find a time that you need all the prayers you can get, Christ the King has a prayer chain;
Contact Louise Burns at 530-1909 or the parish office.

